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| [ It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 

I, Basis of the report 

, With regard to the language, (he international search was carried out on the basis oft 
j"x"j The international application in the language in which it was filed, 

□ A translation of the international application into , which is the language of a 

translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23. 1 (b)), 

□ This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or 
notified to this Authority tinder Rule 9 1 (Rule 43.6to(a)). 
, j^J With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No, I. 

| j Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II). 

|x | Unity of invention is lacking (See Box No. III). 

With regard (o the title, 

j x~j the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
j j the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows; 



W I regard to the abstract, 
]X j the text is approved as submitted by the appiicant 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 3S.2, by Sin's Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant may, within one 
month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

With regard to the drawings, 

the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 
|X j as suggested by the applicant. 

j j as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
j^J as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 
[~~j none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were round unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following 
reasons; 

1. \~\ Claims Nos.: 

because they reiate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



I. Claims Nos.: 

because they reiate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Qjj Claims Nos,: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a) 



Box No, 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See Supplemental Box I 



J 1 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
' — searchable claims. 

1 1 As ali searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite 
payment of additional fees, 

| I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
— covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



[xl No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos,: ! -7 



Remark on Protest The additional search ftes were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, 

the payment of a protest fee. 

[^] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable 
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation. 

| j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees, 
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Electronic data base consulted during the iiUernationa search (name of data base an I here pra> dblc, search terms used) 

GOOGLE, PATENT LENS, EPOQUE; EPODOC & WPI: IPC & EC; A6JM 16/-, A62B 7/-, A62B 9/-, A62B IS/- and Keywords 
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to 
claim No. 



US 6412487 Bl (GUNARATN A M ol al.) 02 July 2002 

See Abstract, Col.4 - Lines 18-20, Ftgs.6a-6e, Col. 2 - Lines 28-4 1 



US 7021 311 B2 (GUNARATN AM et al.) 04 April 2006 

See Abstract, Col.5 - Lines 23-30, Figs. 6a-6e, Col.5- Lines 39-45 



US 7207334 B2 (SMART) 24 April 2007 

See Abstract, Cot.2 - Lines 43-50, Col.3 - Lines 17-21 



US 2003/0075 180 A 1 (RAJE et ai.) 24 April 2003 
See Abstract, Para (001 1], Para [0231}, Para [0183] 



0 Further documents, are listed in the continuation of Box C 0 See patent family annex 



Special tegotien itcd m t«) U 

document defhtine the general state of the an which is 

net ccitiidered to be of particular relevance 
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or which is cited to establish the publication date of 
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"O" document tcferriii& to at) oral disclosure, use, exhibition 
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bu1 later > i h u i ? - -imed 

Date of the actual completion of the international search ' 
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n i ' ii ' ii i i u ii i -i • 1 i i i 

conflict with tltc application bill cited !o understand the principle or theory 
a :idci lyi;ff the invention 

document of particular relevance; the ctohnci invention cannot be considered novel 
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US 2004/0 1 1 8406 A i (LJTHGOW et a!.) 24 June 2004 
See Abstract, Figs, S-8B, 1 1-1 IB, Para [0118], Figs. 1-5B 



WO 2005/11 8040 Al (RESMED LIMITED) 15 December 2005 
See Abstract, Para [0010], [0024] & [0028] 
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Supplemental Box I 

(To be used when the space in an)' of Boxes 1 to IV is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box No; III 



This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate 
to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

In assessing whether there is more than one invention claimed, I have given consideration to those features 
which can be considered to potentially distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art, 
Where different claims have different distinguishing features they define different inventions. 

This International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

* Claims 1-7 are directed to a cushion for a respiratory mask. It is considered that the clip portion and an 
interfacing portion wherein the interfacing portion is constructed from a foam material and the clip 
portion is narrower than the interfacing portion comprises a first distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 8-! i are directed to a mask system comprises a common frame and at least a first cushion 
constructed from foam and a second cushion. constructed from silicone. It is considered that the first 
and second cushions each structured to removably attach to the frame comprise a second 
distinguishing feature. . 



PCT Rub 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship 
among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. 
PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution 
over the prior art. 

Each of the abovementioned groups of claims has a different distinguishing feature and they do not share any 
feature which could satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature, Because there is no common 
special technical feature it follows that there is no technical relationship between the identified inventions, 
Therefore the claims do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention a priori, 
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